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Galway City Community Network 
The Public Participation Network in Galway City 

Preface  
Established in 2014, Galway City Community Network (GCCN) is the Public Participation Network in 

Galway City. It represents groups and organisations in the community, voluntary and environmental 

sectors in Galway City. The twin objectives that GCCN pursues are to:  

•Advance the values of sustainability, equality, culture, community, empowerment, and 

inclusivity and embed these in the policies, programmes and practice of local government, 

state organisations, national government, and civil society.  

•Develop and implement progressive models of and approaches to representation, 

participation, and engagement for civil society in informing and shaping policy development 

and implementation.  

The Role: Equality and Human Rights Work  
Galway City Community Network has collaborated with partners, Galway City Partnership, and the 

Galway City Local Community Development Committee as members of a consortium in Galway City 

that has been working on equality and human rights and the public sector duty as set out in Section 

42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014. The work to date has focused on 

supporting duty bearing organisations to meet their obligations under the public sector duty. The 

consortium initially produced an Equality and Human Rights Statement and subsequently, with the 

support of IHREC, produced the toolkit, realising Potential: Public Sector Equality and Human rights 

Duty Implementation Manual.  

With funding from the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission a Civil Society Panel of Rights 

Holders was convened as a means to engaging civil society in this project. It now is our intent to 

reconvene this panel to review the Issues Paper that precedes the forthcoming Local Economic and 

Community Plan; contribute to the plans development and implementation by identifying rights 

respecting KPI from the outputs of a pilot engagement process for groups that are marginalised; 

developing and identifying monitoring and review process that will oversee the integration of rights 

in the next LECP.  

The Project: DAF Pilot Engagement Project  
A Civil Society Panel is to be reconvened as part of a Pilot Project funded by Pobal’s Dormant Accounts 

Fund which will target groups who are marginalised in Galway City in order to support their 

engagement in local planning processes. This panel will contain representatives of communities and 

groups mentioned as part of the protected grounds of the Equal Status Act 2000-2015 (‘ESA’). 

 

Galway City Community Network CLG 

Address:  Westside Community Resource Centre 

Seamus Quirke Road, Galway 

Phone:   086-1999846 

Email:   equality@gccn.ie 

Website:  www.galwaycitycommunitynetwork.ie 
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Project Aims 
The aims of the pilot project are to:  
 

• Give greater voice for the very marginalised in LECP process through expansive recruitment 
using the Nine Protected grounds of the ESA, and meaningful participatory engagement 
strategies including co-design, consultation, review processes and an opportunity to receive 
feedback on the submission. 

• Seek greater local agency engagement with the needs of the marginalised in the next LECP 
plan and actions.  

• Ensure the incorporation of Public Sector Duty into local planning processes and actions. This 
will be supported by the reconvention of the Civil Society Panel established with IHREC 
support last year, which will be resourced to assess all LECP actions in light of the Public Sector 
Duty. 

 
As part of the third aim, the tender holder will work to build collective capacity and engagement of 
Rights Holders in Galway City to facilitate and support the integration of Public Sector Duty in local 
planning processes in Galway City, using the three key steps in the public sector duty evaluation frame: 
assess, address, and report.  
 
These include:  

•The production of a Shadow Report of the Draft Issues Plan which outlines the targets, and 

priorities of the forthcoming LECP for Galway City with reference to the Book of Evidence 

produced by the Social Inclusion Subgroup of the LCDC. This report will provide commentary 

on the contents of the Issues Paper, and the five high level goals to map and identify rights-

based issues and promote Public Sector Duty in the next iteration of the LECP.  

•A review of the outputs of the representative groups who participate in the pilot engagement 

project in order to develop objectives for the LECP, and KPIs for the LECP Implementation Plan 

that will support the vindication of rights and Public Sector Duty across all relevant actions 

and priorities.  

•A review of the draft plan and, and input into the monitoring and review processes.  

Tender  

Galway City Community Network are seeking a suitably qualified person to co-ordinate and facilitate 

the work of the Civil Society Panel in the LECP processes. The successful candidate will have: 

• Experience and knowledge of human rights and equality issues, and the Public Sector Duty 

• Experience of working with a broad range of stakeholders to achieve project goals 

• Experience of working with, and knowledge of the marginalised communities identified under 

the ESA 

• Experience of facilitation, and capacity building in collaborative engagement processes 
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The candidate will be expected to achieve the following objectives:  

Objective 1: Support the Capacity of the Civil Society Panel to Contribute to the Development of the 

LECP. 

Key actions under this objective will include: 

•Convene and support a collaborative forum to support implementation of the public sector 

duty in Galway City 

•Provide training and capacity building in the area of legislation that affect Rights Holders, 

including the Equality and Human Rights Act 2014, with particular reference to the Public 

Sector Duty  

•Provide practical training in how to apply the public sector duty to policies, plans, strategies, 

and services 

•Provide mentoring and support to assess the LECP Issues paper, consultation outputs, and 

drafts, and the implementation of the LECP actions and priorities that are subject to the Public 

Sector Duty  

•Review, refine, record, and disseminate the learning to support future participation and the 

integration of rights in local public planning processes.  

Objective 2: Facilitate and Coordinate the Work of the Civil Society Panel  

Key actions under this objective will include: 

•Engage with a range of organisations and groups representing Rights Holders in Galway City 

to promote the public sector duty in local planning processes through a Civil Society Panel. 

•Reconvene Rights Holders involved with these organisations for the Panel, recruiting new 

members if necessary to ensure representation under the 9 (+1) grounds of discrimination.  

•Facilitate workshops to build a shared understanding of the Panel, and its objectives, and 

means of operation in relation to the LECP Pilot Project.  

•To prepare reports as required for the Steering Committee and Funders 

Objective 3: Promote the Vindication of Public Sector Duty in Local Planning Processes 

Key actions under this objective will include: 

•Produce a shadow report on the Draft Issues Paper with Key stakeholders in order to draw 

attention to Public Sector Duty in Local Planning Processes.  

•Contribute to a submission to the LECP in collaboration with key stakeholders in the 

overarching Pilot Project. 

•Contribute to the development detailed user-friendly frameworks, tools, and templates to 

facilitate assessment of the LECP and to monitor implementation 

•Raise the profile of the Public Sector Duty amongst Duty Bearers focusing on the obligations 

of duty bearing organisations and agencies  

•Hold bi-lateral meetings with organisations/agencies to discuss the Civil Society Panel as a 

mechanism through which the duty to assess can be facilitated.  
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•Present/facilitate a presentation at a key event where the draft submission of the LECP pilot 

project will be discussed with key decision-makers.  

Timeframe  

The timeframe for the project is from October 2022 to February 2023 (approx.16 days) 

Tendering Process  

Expressions of interest to undertake this tender are invited in whole or in part and the Galway City 

Local Community Development Committee reserve the right to award the tender in whole or in part. 

Interested parties are invited to submit: 

 • A detailed outline of the proposed approach. 

 • Brief details of experience, previous, similar work undertaken and reference, including a CV 

of the individual/s making the proposal.  

• Costing and indicative timescale with respect to each element of the proposed work.  

Deadline  

Tenders should be submitted by e-mail to equality@gccn.ie by Monday the 10th of October.   

Queries by email should be directed to equality@gccn.ie. 

Assessment Process  

 Award Criteria Marks Available  

1 Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of the brief 35 

2 Track record in relevant work 35 

3 Availability to carry out the project within the stated timeframe 15 

4 Value for Money 15 

 

 

Please note that all materials developed will remain the property of Pobal & Galway City Community 

Network. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


